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TusercuLous Mrat Anp Opinion. 





An extract we take from The North British Agri- 
culturist refers to a case in which a difference of 
opinion as to the state of a carcase of beef is to be 
fought out in the law courts. Itis said that Pro- 
fessor Muir, Dr. Welsh, and Mr. Macallum . have 
testified that no trace of tubercular disease was evi- 
dent in the carcase. On the other side Professor 
Shennan, Professor Dewar, and Professor W. O. 
Williams say the meat was tainted with tuberculosis. 
Our contemporary remarks “‘ the case is one of great 
public importance and it will be watched with the 
closest interest.’’ We venture to think that it will 
be watched by veterinarians and medical men with 
the greatest anxiety. Ifthe matter in dispute were 
one only of degree no great interest would be roused. 
Ifit be, as stated, a question of tuberculosis or no 
tuberculosis we fail to understand how men of such 
eminence as pathologists and veterinarians can be on 
different sides. As reported the case seems improb- 
able, and we should expect to find that opinion is 
divided upon the appearance of some changes in a 
solitary lymphatic gland. That a sanitary authority 
should seize a carcase in which three trained scien- 
lists are unable to find any tubercular disease is, to 
putit mildly, a remarkable fact. 





CuinicaL Recorps 


Mr. Clunas sends us an interesting ‘‘case”’ this 
week and adds a few general reflections on “ profes- 
‘ional modesty.”” He says—‘ If only one were sure 
that some of the things one meets with in practice 
and which strike one’s self as intensely interesting, 
a be of like value to others, there would be no 
. culty in filling the pages of T’he Veterinary Record 
‘very Week with readable matter.” 

a dited distinctly encouraging, because we had not 
a practitioners generally with such diffidence, and 
mo the neatly believe that no case is interesting 
wes: es at 1s not interesting to scores of others. 

arreen i” are wonderfully alike, and when their 

: lee are similar—when, for instance, they are 

interestin " practitioners—what is interesting to one is 

who have te © many. There are some superior persons 
desi Th ‘ny and every case the ordinary man can 
other 9g ie ey may be left out of consideration. The 
the gener cent. of us are only too glad to read what 
ing. Our Practitioner considers either rare or interest- 
during the tor have never been more readable than 

“cages ” ei a few weeks, simply on account of the 

haly sent by “modest” observers. Each case 


Stor aoe oe 
® the meen other practitioners of similar ones, and 
ord is continued. 


FRACTURE OF THE DENTATA. 


Some time ago a four-year-old filly was being led 
out of her box into the yard by an ordinary hemp 
halter, after going a few yards without any warning 
reared up and fell right over on some granite stone 
pavement and died immediately. 

On post-mortem examination I found a good deal 
of extravasated blood beneath the skin in and around 
the tissues over the atlanto-axial articulation. 

On further examination and removal of the skull 
atlas and dentata the two former were found intact, 
but the dentata was in three pieces, fractured through 
the odortoid process and the body of the bone in two 
pieces. The spinal cord was severed and much 
lacerated. 

I sent the fractured bone to the late Principal Wil- 
liams for the College museum, who with his usual 
courtesy and kindness wrote me saying: “I thank 
you most sincerely for your very valuable and unique 
specimen. I should have almost thought it was im- 
possible for a fracture of the body of the dentata 
to occur, but there is the fact which has stared me 
in the face, so wonders never cease.” 





A CASE OF OSTEO-POROSIS. 


During the month of August of last year a client 
called my attention to an aged black Welsh pony 
gelding, 12} hands high, which he said was unthrifty 
and not doing as well as he should, considering the 
good food he was having. 

He was decidedly poor, rough in his coat, and 
when run on, stiff behind and inclined to go on his 
toes, although on examination nothing could be seen 
or felt. 

I diagnosed him to be suffering from rheumatism, 
and he was treated for several weeks, but still no im- 
provement was manifested, in fact he got worse. He 
did not eat so well, his bowels became torpid and his 
stomach much deranged ; another symptom he rre- 
sented was a distinct arching of the back, the mucous), 
membranes of the eyes and nose were pale, his pulse 
and temperature were perfectly normal and remained 
so until close upon the end of the illness. 

He was treated for his stomach and compresses 
were applied round the abdomen, liniments were ap- 
plied ete., but no progress was effected. He event- 
ually began to have great difficulty in grinding his 
corn, and so led me to examine his mouth, but the 
teeth were perfect and regular. This state continued 
and he was regularly given whiskey and milk, gruel, 
and beer by hand. 
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In January I noticed the superior maxillary bones 
of the head were much swollen, in fact much larger 
than they should be, but he evinced no pain on pres- 
sure, nor did he anywhere on the face. 

At this time he could get up and down, but being 
very weak was placed in slings for safety ; he grad- 
ually became worse and so weak that I had him laid 
down every evening and lifted up and put in slings 
every morning. No treatment was of any avail, and 
he eventually died. 

1 made a post-mortem examinatign. The carcase, 
I need not say, hada very emaciated appearance. On 
removing the intestines they were anemic, the liver 
was normal in size and healthy in appearance, also 
the kidneys. The stomach was very small indeed 
and contained a small quantity of long chop and whole 
corn, the heart was pale and flabby. The lungs were 
healthy in structure though anemic. On having 
the skin stripped off the muscles they were paler than 
natural, the hock, stifle, and knee joints were normal 
still the synovia in the capsules was of a small quan- 
tity and coagulated. The pelvic bones were soft in 
structure, both femurs were spongy and the heads 
broken completely off, the vertebre were soft and 
could be bent right and left, ofa cartilaginous nature. 
The bones of the skull were soft, a knife could be 
pushed easily into them, more particularly the 
superior maxillary bones which could be sliced. They 
were abnormal in appearance, this was also the case 
with the rami of the inferior maxilla which were also 
in the same condition. 

I had great pleasure in showing the vertebra, 
femurs, and head to Mr. Wolstenholme of this town 
and he was of my opinion that it was a good case of 
osteo-porosis. 

Joun H. Wricut, M.R.C.V.S., 

Chief Assistant to Messrs. J. and A. Lawson, 

Manchester. 








VOMITION IN THE HORSE; WITH REFLEC- 
TIONS? 


By Rosert Crunas, M.R.C.V.S., Hodnet, Salop. 


In common with many of your appreciative readers 
I have been sympathetically touched by your recent 
appeal for ‘‘ cases.” Although a subscriber to The 
Veterinary Record for very many years I have not 
hitherto troubled the Editor with a single line to fill 
its pages. Neither can I render the common plea 
of ‘‘ too busy’ or ‘‘ too tired” to write. My experi- 
ence of life, and perhaps it is not an uncommon 
one, is, that it is the busy man who usually can, and 
does render the best and most willivg service. Al- 
though my practice is quite as large as my own 
capabilities—that is not much of a boast—I manage 
to take a prominent part in the civil and ecclesiasti- 
cal life of the community amongst which my lot is 
cast and devote many spare hours to such work as 
parish council, school management, and the volunteer 
movement. The reason which prevents me, and I 
presume many others of your readers who would 
gladly be what an inspired penman calls “ fellow- 
helpers to the truth,” is professional modesty. This 





—— 


malady 1 am sure is more common in our profession 
than the general public gives us credit for. If only 
one were sure that some of the things one meets with 
in one’s own practice, and which strike oneself as 
intensely interesting, would be of like value to others, 
there would be no difficulty in filling the pages of 
The Veterinary Record every week with very readable 
matter. Here, for instance, is a case which by its 
rarity, its peculiarity, and its success in my own 
(country) practice gave me puzzling pleasure. Per. 
haps in the experience of the town or city practi- 
tioners, and when colic cases are not as scarce as 
snow in summer, similar experiences may be a 
matter of daily occurrence, and I may be laughed out 
of court for exhibiting my simplicity. However, if 
the editor is willing to print I am willing to write. 

On Sunday night, December 23rd last, about 
8 o’clock I was summoned to attend a horse at 4 
farm house about six miles away, which the attendant 
said was suffering from colic. As it was impossible 
for me to attend for some time I gave the cycling 
messenger the following to give to the animal on his 
return. 

RY Tr. opii 51). 
Chloral Hydras j5iv. 
Ether Sulph. 3j. 
Tr. zingib Riv. 
M. ft. H. to be given in a pint of warm gruel. 

On my arrival at 10.30 p.m. I found the following: 

Subject.—A half-legged gelding four years old. 

History.—Animal was quite well until being turned 
out to the water at 4.80, when after drinking he was 
noticed to be in pain; as it gradually grew worse 4 
messenger was despatched for me. 

Symptoms.—I found the horse showing the usual 
symptoms of abdominal pain, lying down and getting 
up frequently, conjunctival membrane much injected, 
pulse 90, temperature 102. Every few minutes be 
would spring to his feet with great suddenness and 
get into a corner of his stall. With great difficulty 
he was kept on his feet while I took his pulse, ete. 
When free he rolled over on to his back and kept his 
feet straight upin the air, There was profuse pe- 
spiration round the ears, across the chest wall at 
the flanks. Several times he drew himself up, bea 
and feet together and made a peculiar noise 3s ! 
choked. Suddenly he lay down on his side, bis head 
resting on the ground, and vomited with great free- 
dom through his nostrils. Chopped hay, oats, ele 
poured down for several minutes. About two a 
came through his nostrils in this manner, and was ~ 
sour that it literally stunk. He lay perfectly re 
during the act of vomition and did not get up ™ 
several hours. At one a.m. when I left he was muc 
better, pulse being 60, and respirations nearly 
normal. 7 «ation 

Treatment hardly needs or mertts: descrip as 
When he was in such pain, and immediately 0 hia 
arrival I gave a subcutaneous injection of re 
and atropin, had him well wisped, and ru 


. it} ace 
with stimulating liniment. Vomition took r 


about half-an-hour after the administration. § the 
morphia and though two draughts were left w! 
attendant they were not required. 

Next morning I had a wire to say tha 


t the horse 
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was all right and that I need not pay another visit. 
Several days afterwards I saw him again when he was 
suffering from a cough, but he has been at regular 
work ever since. 

Now, Mr. Editor, what interested me—a man of 
confessedly limited intelligence and feeble observa- 
tion—in this case were the following : — 

1. The ease with which vomition was accom- 

plished. 

2, The quantity emitted. 

3. The relief which vomition gave to the patient. 

Shall I close with the words of a man famous in 
literature who recently wrote as follows to a well 
known magazine, ‘‘ If the sketch is too long, cut it 
down; if too short, add to it; if too poor, putin the 
jokes and wit to suit; and if no use, use the blank 
sides for drafts of other compositions.”’ 





A COUGH. 


Subject.+Roan Waler gelding, 8 years, 16 hands, 
very fleshy. 

History.—Imported from Australia at 7 years, used 
in light Victoria for easy work for year. 

In February—a cough month in India—was 
noticed to cough at night and was treated by a native, 
probably with assafoetida; the cough increased gradu- 
ally as time went on and at the end of March, as the 
owner was going to Europe for three months, the 
animal was sent to hospital for treatment. 

Symptoms.—Pulse 46, temp. 100-2, respirations 9, 
appetite good, excretory functions good, teeth good, 
appearance generally normal. Every night about 
8p.m. the beast began to cough and coughed inces- 
santly till about 4 a.m. A careful examination of 
all theorgans one could get at was made and re- 
peated every seven days and nothing could be detec- 
ted which would account for the cough. 

Diagnosis not made. 

Treatment.—This was too varied to be recounted, 
from time to time the pharmacopeia was ransacked 
for new drugs; native herbal remedies were tried 
and the whole gamut of cough medicines was run 
through, with perhaps the exception of G-r-d-l’s 
pastilles, but nothing seemed to have any permanent 
beneficial effect, every night the cough continued. 

edrugs which seemed to give most relief were 
yoscyamus and aloes, but nothing like a cure was 
effected, 
wae end of June the owner returned and sent 
ail ¢ horse, a note was sent with it to say that it 
My somewhat at night but was much im- 
ny ; this somewhat Jesuitical announcement was 
oe “ the credit of the establishment and caused 
wd vided a certain amount of trepidation. A request 
lets “ that the horse might be sent after a week 
‘aman treatment, but it did not come for nearly 
slit ar it came to the forge accompanied by a 

‘ sr from the owner saying that as the horse 
beeen 2 coughed since its return he had not thought 
tbliged ary to send it before, and he was much 

ed for the cure effected. 
ince of the believing from his three months exper- 
tie ® ieaie animal that the note was ‘ writ sarcas- 
uted inquiries and found that it was a fact 








that no one had heard the horse cough since, and as 
he had the opportunity of seeing it at intervals in 
the forge for 18 months he kept it under observation, 
and was told it kept very good health, and was entirely 
free from cough. 

Note.—From observation of other cases the writer 
is inclined to believe that the cough was in someway 
connected with a derangement of the spleen, but he is 
entirely at a loss to account for the sudden cessation 
of the cough, as at the time the animal left the 
hospital the cough was quite as bad as when it 
came in. 

Tue Doctor Sani. 





DEFERRED ERACTURE OF THE RADIUS. 


Reports of deferred fractures emphasize the fact 
that precautions should be taken where there is any 
reason to suspect injury to underlying tissues from 
external violence in the shape of kicks etc. This is 
particularly the case when exposed surfaces of the 
tibia and radius are hurt. The wound or contusion 
accompanying the fracture is often very slight, and 
affords no indication as to the extent of the injury. 

It must be admitted, however, that the safest 
treatment, to act as if the bone was actually fractured 
is, excepting in the case of valuable animals, usually 
impracticable. Diagnosis is only possible in such 
cases as the one reported by Mr. Charles A. Squair*, 
and owners object to slinging their animals for a 
couple of months on account of a suspicion which 
cannot be verified. The practitioner, therefore, finds 
himself in a quandary when consulted under these 
circumstances. If the patient is valuable no risks 
should be run; otherwise, after warning the client 
and adopting appropriate treatment, chances may be 
taken, for the percentage of deferred fractures is very 
small. 

On January 6th, inspecting for glanders among a 
band of mules in a pasture, I noticed one which had 
dried blood around the edge of the nostril. He was 
roped, and examination revealed that he had been 
rubbing a minute wound on the antero-internal sur- 
face of the left radius, about two inches above the 
carpus. It was apparently the result of a_ kick. 
When loosed he trotted off freely and without lame- 
ness. Six hours afterwards he was reported to be 
very lame. Crepitation rendered diagnosis easy, and 
a post-mortem showed an oblique fracture of the 
bone. Probably displacement occurred whilst rolling 


or attempting to rise. 
Harotp B. Exxiot, M.R.C.V.S. 


*The Veterinary Record, No. 592, p. 271. 





At the Shire Horse Show the veterinary inspection 
has been entrusted to Professor J. Wortley Axe, who 
will have the co-operation of Mr. T. W. Lepper, of 
Aylesbury, Mr. John Malcolm, of Birmingham, and Mr. 
W. G. Schofield, of Pontefract The veterinary inspec- 
tors will examine all animals sent out te them by the 
judges, who are instructed to select not more than 25;in 
any one class. No animal will be disqualified unless 
suffering from hereditary disease. In the latter case, the 
certificate of unsoundness has to be signed by at least 
two out of the four inspectors, and must state the nature 








of the disease. 
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ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 





On tHE PaTHOGENESIS AND THERAPY oF Mink Fever. 
By C. Hempricu, of Parey, Veterinary Surgeon. 


(Continued from p. 461.) 


This much then can be said of milk fever. Milk 
fever may be designated a genuine auto-intoxication. 
It is caused through a radical manufactured plenti- 
fully during milk production. This radical is caused 
through the liver not acting perfectly and sufficiently 
during the milk giving period. This radical courses 
in the blood as an active toxic substance, bringing 
about the severe symptoms of poisoning of the whole 
system with which we are acquainted. 

In relation to this theory we may notice the fact 
that in milk fever cases only good milkers are at- 
tacked which have been dry for some time and more 
especially those which have been richly fed during this 
period. Such superior milk giving animals well, 
after an easy calving, quickly come to the height of 
lactation, and in this way the above described auto- 
intoxication occurs owing to the overburdening of 
the liver with work, because even the freed radical 
can never occur above a fixed quantity in the blood. 
Whether the radical in question is of a specific sugar, 
fat, or casein formation I do not pretend to decide. 
Still, Ido not deny the opinion that in the waste 
products formed during the manufacture of casein 
from nuclein and albumen perhaps a nuclein acid may 
also be formed. till, the fathoming of this question 
is difficult and costly for the practical veterinary sur- 
geon, even if it is attended with success, and such an 
examination would require the expenditure of much 
time and money. It belongs to the province of the 

specialist to throw further light on the matter in this 
connection. 

If we now look at the potassium iodide therapy and 
try to understand its probable effect we must again 
come to the conclusion that this auto-intoxication 
has its cause in quickly arising and profuse lactation. 
We ought to strive to check as far as possible the 
production of milk and the consequent formation of 
the radical, and give tke liver time to regain 
its activity. To attack the complaint directly and 
locally would seem, therefore, to give the best guaran- 
tee of success. In this connection therefore on several 
grounds scarcely a better drug can be found than 
potassium iodide. Whether potassium iodide running 
in the blood stream can produce a favourable effect 
on the activity of the liver is perhaps not quite 
evident. 





I myself in the last fourteen cases have had abso- 
lute success in every case by adding free iodine to the | 
infusion and changing Schmidt’s therapy somewhat. 
I now use an infusion made as follows :— | 

R Iodi resub. rs. iij. | 
Pot. iodidi 3ijss. 
Aqu. coct. Oiv. 
or in other words 3 grains of iodine, 2} drachms of 
potassium iodide, and 4 pints of boiled water.—(Ex. 
Berliner Thierérzt Woch.) 


G. M. 





MIDLAND COUNTIES’ 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION, 


ANNUAL MEETING. 


The meeting was held at the Grand Hotel, Birming- 
ham, on Friday afternoon, February 15th. The Presi. 
dent (Mr. J. J. Burchnall, of Loughborough) foccupied 
the chair, and there were also present :—Messrs. F’ [, 
Gooch, Stamford ; A. Hodgkins, Hanley ; R. C. Trigger, 
Newcastle, Staffs.; H. Olver, Tamworth ; T. Huband, 
Cheltenham ; W. 8. Carless, Worcester ; W. H. Brooke, 
Handsworth ; T. Spencer, Kettering ; L. Green, Dudley; 
J. Malcolm, Birmingham ; G. Wartnaby, Burton-op- 
Trent ; J. W. Coe, Stoke-on-Trent ; F. W. Barling, Ross; 
L. W. Heelis, Solihull; D. McGill Birmingham; A. B. 
Forsyth, Cannock; T. Chambers, Dudley; 0. Hills, 
Leamington ; Pickering, Aston : J. Blakeway, treasurer, 
Birmingham ; and H. J. Dawes, hon. sec., West Brom- 
wich. The visitors present were: Messrs. Pearce and 
Gofton, Birmingham ; and Belcher, West Bromwich. 

Letters or telegrams apologising for non-attendance 
were received from Professors M’Fadyean, Dewar, Prit- 
chard, and McCall; Messrs. Mason, Leeds : Ison, Ather- 
stone ; Reynolds, Daventry; Simpson, Maidenhead; 
Wragg, London; R. Carless, Stafford ; Bainbridge, 
Wellingborough ; (tibbings, Nottingham; A. Green, 
Dudley; Farrar, Derby ; Prickett, Walsall ; Grasby, 
Daventry ; W. Carless, Stafford ; and others. 


THE DEATH OF THR QUEEN. 


The PRESIDENT said that before the ordinary business 
of the day commenced, he begged to move the following 
resolution: “That this meeting desires to place on 
record its deep sense of the unparalleled Joss the nation 
has sustained by the death of Her late Majesty Queen 
Victoria ; it also desires to record its loyal allegiance to 
King Edward VII, whom may God long preserve.” 

Those present signified their assent by rising. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and con- 
firmed and signed. 

NOMINATION AND ELECTION. 

The Hon. Sec., on behalf of Mr. W. Carless, Stafford, 
nominated Mr. Harry THACKERAY, of Eccleshall, for 
membership. 

Mr. Chambers moved and Mr. Olver seconded, that 
Mr. A. K. Ruruerrorp, of Brierley Hill, who was duly 
nominated at the previous meeting, be accepted as 4 
member of the Association. This was carried unatl 
mously. 

FINANCIAL STATEMENT. 


Mr. J. BLAKEWAY (treasurer) presented the annual 


statement. This wa; as follows :— 
RECEIPTS. ae ‘ 
Balance at bank, January Ist,1900_ 127 01 
Subscriptions and entrance fees paid into rT 
bank during 1900 " 3 
Bank interest to June 31st, 1900 1 18 11 
” ” December 31st, 1900 pao 
Total £186 14 10 
pote 
EXPENDITURE. gad 
1900. ” 
Jan. 8th—Benevolent Fund (Annual Sub- 5 50 
scription 9 15 6 
May 12th—Bills as per Secretary 
Aug. 9th—J. B. Wolstenholme (one-fourth 915 3 


share of election expenses) 
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1218 3 
16 3 
155 4 5 


Dec. 26th—Bills as per Secretary 
” ” Treasurer 
Dec, 318t.—Balance at Bank 





Total £186 14 10 





Andited and found correct (Signed) R. C. TricGEr. 
F. L. Goocu. 
JOHN BLAKEWAY, T'reasurer. 


Mr. BLAKEWAY said that this was the 10th annual 
balance sheet he had prepared for the Association, and 
he hoped they would consider it satisfactory. During the 
year, there had been six new members elected, all of 
whom had paid their entrance fees. They had lost three 
members by death, one member had resigned, and eight 
had been struck off the list of members through the non 

yment of their subscriptions. They now numbered 10 
Speorary associates and 103 members. 

The PresIPENT moved the adoption of the balance 
sheet. 

This was seconded by Mr. Chambers and carried 
unanimously. 


A New Honorary ASSOCIATE. 


Mr. BLaKEWAY proceeded to refer, in terms of deep 
regret, to the illness of Mr. F. B. Jones, of Leicester. 
He begged to move that the meeting testify its appreci- 
ation of his good qualities, both as.a practitioner and as 
aprivate individual by transferring his name from the 
members to the honorary associates list. The compli- 
ment may not be a very high one, but it was one which 
no doubt Mr. Jones would know how to value. 

The proposal was seconded and heartily agreed to. 


Tue PrincipaL WILLIAMS MEMORIAL. 


The Hon. Sec. read two Jetters he had received in 
connection with the proposed memorial to the late Princi- 
| Williams. One was from Mr. T. M. Horsburgb, of 
inburgh, Secretary to the Memorial Committee, an- 
nouncing that the Hon..Sec. and President of the Mid- 
land Association had been made members of that Com- 
mittee, and inviting the co-operation of the Association 
inthe matter of raising funds, The other letter was 
from Mr, Richard Scott, a student at the New Veteri- 
tary College, Edinburgh, who said he had been in- 
structed by his fellow students to invite the co-operation 
of veterinarians in perpetuating the memory of Principal 
illiams, “who did so much for the benefit of the pro- 
profession, and for agriculturists and stock-owners gener- 
ally.” Both letters suggested that the memorial should 
; ethe form of a scholarship, any surplus funds to be 
voted to either the painting of a portrait or the carving 
ofa bust of the late Principal 
Mr. Otver said it appeared to him that they had 
my, any option but to support the movement. All 
= ae that Principal Williams, in his time, had 
= y done more for science than any other mem- 
~ ‘i. the profession. He had given them works such 
eadent of to-day could hardly do without, and he 
a ne done much throughout his life to uphold and 
feutain the credit and the dignity of the veterinary pro- 


Vidlnca € was well known to the members of the 
attended Association, whose meetings he had frequently 


manven edie it would be irregular to do anything at the 
meetin ae he begged to give notice that at the next 
foes rs . should propess that a sum of money be taken 

funds of the Association and devoted to the 


"cipal Williams Memorial. 
ANoTHER Notice or Motion. 


ieee en | 
eee Sec. said he wished to give notice that at 
eeting he would move that the Association 


ase another pair of tooth forceps. The pair which 


the Association already had were in very great demandr 
ond were not in such good condition as they ought 
to be. 

ERECTION OF OFFICERS. 


The PRESIDENT said it had generally been the privi- 
lege of the retiring occupant of the chair to nominate his 
successor, and it was a privilege he was anxious to avail 
himself of, because he was sure that the name he was 
about to mention in that connection would meet with 
universal approbation. He begged to move that the 
president of this Association for the ensuing twelve 
months be Mr. John Blakeway. (Loud app.) Mr. Blake- 
way’s fitness for the position could not be questioned, 
and the very admirable manner in which he had dis- 
charged the duties of treasurer for the past 10 years, 
testified abundantly to the deep and abiding interest he 
took in the affairs of the Association. (App.) 

Mr. TRIGGER said’ it afforded him infinite pleasure to 
second the resolution. The name of Blakeway was one 
that had long been honourably connected with the Mid- 
land Veterinary Association, and the honour which it 
was intended to confer upon the gentlemen mentioned in 
the resolution was never more thoroughly merited. 
(Applause.) As one of the auditors of the Association, 
he was able to speak to the very careful and business- 
like manner in which Mr. Blakeway had kept the 
accounts. It was no doubt due very largely to his zeal 
and energy that they now possessed a credit balance of 
over £150, which produced in bank interest as much as 
the snbscriptions of six members. 

ae resolution was carried unanimously, and amid ap- 
ause. 
' Mr. BLAKEWAY said he wished to thank the members 
very.sincerely for the great compliment they had paid 
him,awhich would greatly stimulate any little interest he 
may have taken in the Association during the past. There 
was one direction in which he should make a special 
effort during his year of office, and that was to secure’a 
bettér attendance at the meetings, which latterly had 
shown a lamentable falling off. (Hear, hear.) 
The election of vice-presidents followed, three being 
required, of whom the retiring president is one ex 
officro. 
The Hon. Sec. moved, and Mr. Trigger seconded that 
Mr. J. W. Coe be a vice-president of the Associaticn dur- 
ing the ensuing year; and Mr. Trigger moved, and Mr. 
Maleolm seconded that Mr. R. H. Cartwright (Wolver- 
hampton) also be a vice-president. These names were 
submitted to the meeting and carried unanimously. 
Mr. OLVER said the office of hon. treasurer was one 
which required a good man. He could think of no more 
suitable successor to Mr. Blakeway than Mr. Malcolm. 
(Applause.) He had much pleasure in proposing that 
Mr. Malcolm be the new treasurer of the Association.— 
This was seconded by Mr. Wartnaby and carried unani- 
mously. 
Mr. MAtcotm, in accepting the appointment, said he 
hoped Mr. Blakeway, at the close of his presidency, 
would be found ready to resume the management of the 
accounts. (App.) 
Mr. BLAKEWAY said that as the new president, he had 
particular pleasure in proposing the re-election of Mr. 
H. J. Dawes as hon. sec. of the Association. He should 
have keen most reluctant to take the chair but for the 
prospect of assistance from Mr. Dawes. 
Mr. F. W. Barurne seconded the motion, which was 
heartily carried, and Mr. Dawes, in suitable terms, 
thanked the members for this renewal of their confidence 
in him. 
On the motion of the President, seconded by Mr. Car- 
less, Messrs. Trigger and Gooch were re-elected auditors 
of the Association for the ensuing year. 
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SOME CLINICAL OBSERVATIONS. 
F. L. Goocn, F.R.C.V.S8., Stamford Baron.. 


Mr. President and Gentlemen,—Whilst thanking our 
President for the honour conferred upon me in asking me 
to read a paper before this Association, I at the same 
time feel the responsibility and my inability to do jus- 
tice to the occasion, considering that during the last few 

ears this Association has been favoured with papers 
Gos most of the “leading lights” in our profession, and 
it was only after much pressure from our President that 
I responded to his request. Must of the members are 
aware that this paper was prepared or, more correctly, 
partly prepared, for our November meeting. 
or more reasons than one I[ have only written a very 
short paper. First, [ am obeying the instructions of our 
President, as he asked for a short paper ; and, this being 
our annual meeting so much other important business is 
of necessity brought forward, so little time remains for a 
paper, that I have materially curtailed my remarks pre- 
ceding the description of the cases which I had pre- 
viously written for the November meeting. I must offer 
my apelogy for the very ragged manner in which the 
cases are described ; if I had more time at my disposal I 
should have given a more accurate account of each 
case. 

The chosing of a suitable subject which would lead to 
a good discussion and at the same time be practical and 

serviceable to the members was a difficult matter, I 
shall therefore just point out what I consider some, of 
the most important points to be remembered in the clini- 
cal study of our cases, and then describe a few cases of 
interest that have come under my personal observation 
during the last few months. , 

In the first place we must remember that we have no 
subjective symptoms to guide us in the diagnosing of 
disease in the animals that we are called upon to treat, 
therefore our diagnosis and prognosis must be arrived at 
by objective symptoms, and it frequently takes many 
symptoms to make a sign. The late Prof. Williams 
gives us a good definition of symptoms and signs in 
Chapter III. of his “Principles and Practice of Veteri- 
nary Medicine.” Although there are many divisions and 
sub-divisions of symptoms the two principal ones that 
we have to base our conclusions upon are local and 
general. Upon first entering a stable or cowshed, 
before ever questioning the owner or attendant as to the 
history of the case, I first try to diagnose the disease 
that I have to treat, and I do this for more than one 
reason. First, and in my opinion a very important one, 
is that if you can inform your client correctly what is 
the nature of the disease before he tells you the symp- 
toms that have presented themselves you will imme- 
diately give your clients confidence ; and second, if the 
symptoms are described to you it may to a certain ex- 
tent bias your mind and lead you to a wrong diagnosis. 
This particularly applies to cases of lameness. Especially 
is this to be guarded against by young practitioners 
entering into a new practice. Before approaching close 
to my patient [invariably look at the eye, as I consider 
that from the expression, more particularly in the 
horse, a great deal can be learnt, and by a constant prac- 
tice I can frequently tell whether progress or not has 
been made in my patient since my last visit simply by 
the animal’s expression. After this I take the pulse, re- 
spiration etc., and there is one caution here ; supposing 
your patient to be lying down and he rises upon your ap- 
pe you must allow quite a minute to elapse 

efore taking the pulse, as the simple rising will most 
probably cause the heart to beat at least twenty more 
beats per minute. This caution must also be exercised at 
night time when approaching your patient with a light ; 
and when taking the pulse, I think it always wise to 
take the pulse for 60 seconds. After taking the pulse, 





and whilst at the head, I examine the mucous membranes 
of the eye, nose etc. for inflammation, jaundice ete, and 
feel the ears and extremities for external temperature, 
and the condition of the mouth, whether clammy or 
otherwise, and then invariably take the temperature, 
using a three minute thermometer, which [ consider 
more reliable than a minute thermometer. I then exan- 
ine the box or stall for condition of faeces, not forgetting 
to see if there is any food in the manger and to find out 
if the patient is feeding. 

At this stage of one’s observation you may generally 
be able to diagnose what organ in the body is deranged, 
and then of course you will confine your examination to 
that particular organ. 

Supposing your examination so far has led yon to the 
conclusion that the chest is affected ; you will then aus- 
cultate both sides and the front of the chest, this some- 
times is a difficult matter if other animals are in the same 
stable, as there will certain to be some noise as the rat 
tling of rack chains, etc. I then find a help in placing a 
finger in your ear that is not employed in auscultation. 
In the smaller animals, dogs, etc-, [ have found great 
assistance from the phonendoscope, but I have net found 
this instrument, or in fact any instrument, of much use 
in the larger animals, except in the examination of the 
heart--an organ comparatively rarely diseased in our 
patients except in neat cattle, where we find heart mis- 
chief from the presence of some foreign substance, 
needles, wire, etc. 

Supposing we find the respirations much increased we 
must not come to the conclusion that we have an_affec- 
tion of the lungs or pleura, as, through carlessness, [ have 
known a good practitioner treat for lung mischief when 
the patient was the subject of laminitis. Mora/—move 
your patient round the box. Another common disease 
in cart horses in which you get hurried respirations 18 10 
the first stages of lymphangitis. aie 

Supposing the abdomen is the seat of the mischief you 
may again assist the location of the malady by ausculta- 
tion, by listening for any action of the bowels, noticing 
the condition of the abdomen, whether tympanitic, and 
if so in what part, also by rectal exploration. And this 
I would impress upon all young practitioners, as In MY 
experience in abdominal mischief, more correct diagnosis 
is arrived at by rectal examination than by any other 
means. You may frequently tell whether the bowels are 
displaced, detect calculi and hardened feces ; you cal 
also examine the bladder for retention of urine, the 
kidneys for enlargement, etc. If now any doubt _ 
in your mind as to what disease you have to deal wit } 
obtain from the attendant the history of the case, a 
it will often be a guide to correct diagnosis. hes 

I shall now proceed to describe a few of the cases . 
have come under my personal observation, 1n which om 
peculiarity has presented itself, which, in my option, © 
of some interest to my brother practitioner’. ” 

Jase I,—Prolapsus recti. Subject.—Bay cart Ng I 
delivered of a live foal at 12 p.m., March 29th. x. 
was summoned at 4 a.m. I found the rectum ae - 
from the anus for about 30 inches, very much ft oe 
The placental membranes were also hanging _’ rom fet 
vulva. Temperature 101, pulse wiry ang ‘* with & 
carefully cleansing and disinfecting the rectum n 
solution of chinosol, [ with some difficulty omy pla- 
protruded portion of bowel, and then remorse ie 
cental membranes, washed the uterus out wit ht an 
tion of chinosol. Gave the mare a laxative draus ae 
ordered mash diet and perfect rest. She = taken 
favourably until the night of the 31st, when = val oa 
very much worse, and died on April Ist. ie until he 
reared upon cow’s milk sucked from a — uantities 
was a month old, when he began to eat smal Mactorilf 
of bran and crushed oats, and progressed oe his. an 
until June 30th, when I was summoned to Br ite black. 
found the rectum inverted for two feet, and qh" 
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[advised the owner that I considered the case hopeless 
and he consented to have it destroyed, which was done at 
ce. 
Post-mortem. —Examination revealed all the organs of 
the body healthy. I should like to ask the members what 
was the cause of prolapsus recti in the foal, and if in 
their experience inversion 2f the rec tum in the horse 
generally proves fatal. Se ; ; 

Case oligos ws pee mes gordon “oo 
coln cow, aged. istory—Had presented symptoms o 
indigestion several times for about three months, but 
up to the time of my being called in each attack had 
yielded to an aperient drink. The symptoms that pre- 
sented themselves when I first saw her were grunting, 
loss of rumination, —— pulse ~ 2 agree pol ; 
temperature 102. ave an aperien rink and le 
iifesible stimulants. Upon my third visit I noticed a 
slight dropsical swelling between the fore legs, but no 
= Sao hor cx wy wr ah ageachedny ore 
eart mischief, but having had jus ) e 
other cases with similar symptoms presenting, I informed 
theowner that I thought some foreign substance was 
movingabout in the region — the —. me gave a = 
unfavourable prognosis. e would not convince 
but that we had anything but a very severe attack of indi- 
gestion. The animal died at the end of a fortnight, and 
autopsy ge a large sacking needle quite though the 
apex of the heart. 

‘One diagnostic sign that [ have always found present 
in these cases in the advanced stages is the sound heard 
like the dropping of water. How do you account for so 
2p om ope iy of life when the needle had pierced 
quite through the heart ? 

Case ILI.—Abscess in the Rectum. Subject —Cart filly, 
three years old, had an attack of strangles when two 
years old but had never been treated by a veterinary 
surgeon, and had been at work until two days prior to 
ny being called in, when the owner had noticed symp- 
toms of pain and had given two colic drinks, but as 
symptoms of dull pain were present on the second day 
after giving the drinks my attention was called to it. 
Found pulse 50, but high temperature, 105° ; bowels 
regular, but when fzeces were voided the animal strained. 
[therefore made a rectal exploration and found an en- 
lagement of a soft nature on the floor of the pelvis. 
Upon applying a slight pressure with the fore-finger it 
burst, and to my astonishment my hand and arm were 
covered with a thick pus, and the filly then passed more 
than two quarts of a similar nature but not at all fetid. 
: B—Necessity for rectal examination. 

Be this abscess secondary to the strangles of nearly a 
ar previous ! 

. Vase IV.—Hip Disease. Subject—Chestnut cart geld- 

ing, five years old, first noticed lame after dragging some 

tees out of a wood. 1 was not called in until about a 
_— after the lameness first appeared, when I found 
a coachman, thinking thelameness was in the stifle, 
i first treated it with embrocation and then blistered 
> em the muscles of the quarter were atrophied, 
of hi ‘ ormed the owner that I thought we had a case 
re - ameness ; but the owner himself noticing there 
mae ill an enlargement on the stifle, and as there was 
okie ent under my treatment, asked me if I was 
ion ~ my diagnosis was correct. The horse was 

= Poses to grass, and the peculiarity was that the 
wma ‘pparently suffered no pain, and would gallop 

alarge field as if nothing was the matter. The 


ee tired of the case sent him to the farm to 


could i would plough, but after his first day’s work he 
arely move in his box and was therefore destroy- 
fuid — at least two pints of a yellowish, thin, clear 


the hip joj : 
isappeared hip joint, the ligamentum teres had quite 
*xOstosis, 


» and there was a large quantity of 


came to infirmary to have teeth rasped. During the 
operation (the owner’s servant holding the twitch) the 
pony backed in the stall under the iron manger, and then 
aid down. After the operation I found the pony unable 
to rise without assistance, and when once on its feet 
could bear no weight on its off hind limb. I examined 
and found a fracture of the femur. I advised the owner 
and had the pony destroyed. 

Caution.—Always, if possible, have the owner or his 
representative present during even the simplest opera- 
tion. 

Case VI.— Salivary Calculus. Subject—Roan cart horse 
four years old. The calculus shown was taken from the 
— duct on the near side, just opposite the 3rd molar 
tooth. 

Coincidence —Same farm, roan horse, same dam, three 
years old, third molar removed because growing out of 
the side of jaw “instead of upright in its norma) 
position. 

Case VII.—Intestinal Calculus.—Taken from the 
rectum of a very small pony, 13 hands, aged, which up to 
the time of the attack, when the calculus was removed, 
had never been ill. Complete recovery. 

Case VIIJ.—Spaniel admitted to infirmary. History : 
Owner lost the dog and it was not found for more than 
a fortnight. It had been in the care of a lady who 
noticed nothing amiss with it until about two days before 
the owner found out where it was, when he brought it to 
my infirmary. When I first saw it on December 7th it 
was totally unconscious and quite unable to rise. The 
dog presented several symptoms of pneumonic distemper, 





breathing very heavy, high fever, but [ was at a loss to 
know what disease I had to deal with. I gave cod liver 
oil'and malt extract with essence of beef morning and 
evening, and prescribed doses of hydrocyanic acid, stry- 
chnia and several other remedies, but the dog never 
altered and was apparently in a trance until the day of 
its death, December 19th. The bowels acted every day. 
What was the disease ? 

Thanking you, Mr. President and gentlemen, for the 
patience with which you have listened to my disjointed 
paper, I trust sufficient has been said to create a good 
discussion. 


DISCUSSION. 


Mr. TriGGER, alluding to cases of inverted rectum, 
said he had had considerable practice in the parturition 
of mares, and his experience was that such cases as that 
related by Mr. Gooch were fatal. Inversion of uterus in 
mares was likewise very generally fatal. He was a 
greater believer in the influence of heredity than was 
perhaps fashionable in the present day, but he could not 
associate inverted rectum in the foal mentioned by Mr. 
Gooch, as any way hereditary. 

With regard to the discovery of foreign bodies in or 
near the heart of the cow. It was quite a common ex- 
perience with him especially (in fact almost entirely) on 
farms in the Colliery districts, and the autopsy generally 
revealed a piece of wire from a pit rope, frequently 
actually penetrating the substance of the heart ; occas- 
ionally the pericardium only, which would be immensely 
enlarged and thickened. The symptoms in early stages 
were generally accompanied by lameness, apparently of 
a rheumatic character, or almost like fever in the feet in 
the horse, general soreness and a grunt. At this stage 
these cases may be readily recognised, but when in a 
few days or a week effusion and swelling takes place 
around and under the sternum, they are practically un- 
mistakable, and if the cow is in good condition it is best 
to slaughter at once, for such cases will eventually, 


though by no means immediately, terminate fatally. 


Old pit wire ropes are largely used for fencing the 
fields. 





C 7 
we Vi—Practwe of Femur. Subject—Aged pony 


Referring again to foreign bodies, he was once called 
to a cow suspected by owner of kidney mischief, and 








496 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 


March 9, tgo1 





found her with arched back and paddling and stamping 
with hind feet and frequently voiding small quantities of 
urine. Something in her general appearance made him 
suspect her throat, and on exploration an ordinary hair 
in was found in the pharynx, its removal being followed 
by immediate relief. 
There was another case to which he would like to 
allude, the case of a horse with a tumour in the neck. 
Some years ago he went to Gloucester and purchased for 
a firm: two cart horses. After five or six years service 
one horse developed a large, hard, circumscribed swell- 
ing in the left side of the neck, about over 4th or 5th 
cervica! vertebrae, which yielded to ordinary treatment— 
a blister—and subsided, only to reappear again a few 
months later. This time a seton was passed over it under 
the skin only, and again it subsided and horse worked 
a considerable time. Eventually it re-appeared, and not 
yielding tu previous remedies and case becoming tedious, 
he passed a seton immediately through the substance of 
the enlargement, or rather two setons, one crossing the 
other, and when the tapes were being worked they drew 
out with them from the centre of the enlargement a small 
key, about like a bookcase or cashbox key. To his mind 
the interesting part of this case was the fact that the 
key had presumably lodged in and penetrated the asop- 
hagus, and that at no time during the years the horse 
had worked for his then owners had there been any indi- 
cation whatever of throat injury. 

Mr. HopGkIns said he could bear Mr. Trigger out in 
the matter of wire. He ran close upto Mr. Trigger. in 
practice, and had very similar cases. Only last week he 
discovered a large shawl pin in the heart of a cow, and he 
showed it to the owner’s wife, vho said she lost it three 
months ag», probably while feeding the cow. 

With regard to calculi, he had one weighing 16}bs. 
100z., and he believed it was only to be beaten by the 
one in the possession of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons. He took many calculifrom pit ponies, arising 
no doubt from the state of the water which they drank. 
He generally found a piece of metal in the centre of a 
calculus. 

Mr. OLvER said he had listened to the paper with a 
considerable amount of interest. There was one detail 
in which he was particularly interested, and that was in 
the use of the phonendoscope. He did not think it was 
very largely used in the profession, but he considered it 
to be of considerable value, especially in cases of heart 
affection, as mentioned by Mr. Gooch. But he disagreed 
with the latter gentleman when he said it was useful 
only in testing the state of the heart. In certain bron- 
chial affections, where there was local consolidation of 
the lung, he thought there was a better chance of finding 
the centre of the mischief by means of the phonendoscope 
than by the ear alone. He had been able to say dis- 
tinctly that such and such lesions did exist, and that the 
animal could not recover. 

He remembered the case of a cart horse, for which a 
client of his paid 45 guineas. It was a shy feeder, but 
appeared otherwise to be a good all-round animal. Still, 
by the aid of the phonendoscope he found such valvular 
disease of the heart that he knew it could not do its 
work. It died shortly afterwards, and the post-mortem 
symptoms were exactly as he had expected, and it was a 
= which no one could have diagnosed by the ear 
alone. 

With regard to prolapsus recti, he thought it was 
almost universally fatal, but he could quote one instance 
of the exact opposite, and as he was not personally impli- 
cated he could speak rather freely upon it. It was a 
rather difficult case of parturition, and a few hours after- 
wards a message came to say that the mare had what 
was called “put her reed down.” It proved to be a case 
not only of inverted uterus, but also of prolapsus recti. 
The uterus and the rectum were returned, and after care- 
ful treatment the mare not only recovered but had borne 








foals since. So far as he knew, however, that was the 
exception which proved the rule, as such cases were 
generally fatal. 

With regard tothediscovery of foreign bodies in the 
heart, so far as cattle were concerned, it was one of the 
commonest things hesaw. He did not find much diff. 
culty in diagnosing such cases. One of the leading symp- 
toms was intermittent tympany. Referring to Mr. 
Trigger’s story about the key, he (the speaker) was ip- 
clined to think it must have found its way into the neck 
by some other means than through the cesophagus. 

With regard to calculi, he once came across one that 
weighed 14lbs. Hecould touch it by a rectal examina- 
tion, but he could not get it away, and the curious 
me of it was that the animal lived for about fourteen 

ays. 

He would like to mention a case that had happened in 
his practice during the past forty-eight hours, the subject 
being a very good hunter, which he had known for some 
years. It was taken out the previous Saturday, and was 
ridden by a lady. It had 18 miles to come home, and 
was apparently perfectly well, except that the groom 
said it seemed tired for the last four or five miles. When 
the animal got home, it refused to eat or drink and yet 
was not in pain. There came an urgent message to him 
(Mr. Olver) to attend the animal personally, and he 
found there was still an absence of pain ; temperature 
101 ; breathing and external temperature normal ; pulse 
about 100; and slight tympany. He diagnosed torn 
mesentery. The animal died after 48 hours, without a 
sign of pain. A post-mortem proved the diagnosis to 
have been correct, but also revealed the most extra- 
ordinary condition of ulceration of the stomach that he 
had ever seen. He sent it up to the College, and he 
received a letter from his son, who said he had shown it 
to Professor M’Fadyean, but the latter had been unable 
to explain it. He (the speaker) had known the horse 
seven or eight years, and whilst it had always been 
light feeder and carried little flesh, it was a brilliant 
hunter. There was no doubt, either, that the ulceration 
had existed a very considerable time. ; 

Mr. WartnaByY said he must differ from the essayist 
on the question of thermometers. He did not see why 
Mr. Gcoch should prefer a three-minute thermometer to 
a half-minute one. The latter was quite as reliable as 
the one for the longer period, and it must surely be 
preferable in the case of a restive animal. 

He agreed that there were few cases of recovery from 
prolapsus recti, where the rectum was hanging out 4& 
far as Mr. Gooch said. But he had seen the rectum pro 
trude some inches without fatal result, especially during 
the act of parturition. : 

He did not agree with Mr. Gooch that affection of the 
heart was rare, for in cattle he had hada good mab) 
cases. 

Speaking of fractured femur, he had a case last yest 
of a valuable filly foal. He treated the case and = 
the femur was set, if not perfectly straight, straigh 
enough for all practical purposes, and the foal no 
galloped about as well as any other. | —T 

The Hon. Sec. after briefly thanking Mr. Gove om 
having introduced such an interesting paper, said he ms 
of the same opinion as Mr. Wartnaby that it was 0? ut 
having a three-minute thermometer when one ° 
a minute would do. —r 

He should like to mention a rather puzzling _ ied 
tuberculosis in the horse. He was some time wane ant 
to see a valuable brougham horse reported to 


. u- 
cold. On examining the animal he found a hard, a 


lar swelling extending all down the neck over the r lL 
of the cervical vertebra ; the animal was eating ee 
in fair condition, temp. 101, pulse normal. +s and be 
puzzled to know what was the matter wit ‘lin The 
thought he would test the animal with tuberes l conclt: 
animal responded to the test so he came to the 
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insured in a live stock insurance company, and he sug- 
gested to the owner that he should write to them and 
arrange terms with them so that the horse could be des- 
troyed. There was a good deal of correspondence, and 
the company at first declined to do anything in the 
matter. The horse kept getting worse and eventually the 
owner and the insurance company came to some arrange- 
ment. The horse was given to him (Mr. Dawes) who sent 
it to Professor M’Fadyean, and the post-mortem clearly 
proved it to have been a case of tuberculosis. He had 
since met with two other cases somewhat similar. 

Mr. CaRLEss (Worcester) said he quite believed the case 
of abscess in the rectum mentioned by Mr. Gooch was 
due to strangles, for he once had a very similar case. 

Some time ago he took a needle out of a pony’s breast 
and it was a case which might interest some of them. 

There was first an enlargement as big as one’s head, and 
after repeated blistering he got an abscess and eventually 
out came the needle. He shewed it to the owner who 
was a poor man, and the latter said, “We keep the 
pony’s food in the kitchen ; my wife must have dropped 
the needle in some time or yoy The pony made a 

ood recovery, and was now at work. 

' Mr. seme a spoke in favour of half-minute ther- 
mometers. He said they were quite as good as any 
other for all practical purposes, and even better in the 
case of blood stock. In cases of prolapsus uteri, he per- 
formed caper irae and always impressed the value of 
it upon his assistants. 

Mr. M’GiLt thought many veterinary surgeons could 
tell what was wrong with a horse without asking any 
questions. 

Mr. SPENCER considered Mr. Gooch had given them a 
inost interesting paper. He understand it to be argued 
that it was a good thing to make a diagnosis as rapidly 
as possible, but for his part, he once had an unpleasant 
experience (or rather witnessed it in case of a fellow 
pry comongy since which time he never believed in being 
in a hurry. 

He thought a three minute thermometer was too long, 
for - - always found half-minute thermometers quite 
as reliable. 

With regard to the phonendoscope, he thought it was 
worse than useless to a veterinary surgeon. He once 
bought one, but gave it away to a medical friend, be- 
a he found he could manage better with the ear 

one. 

With regard to prolapsus recti, he had never seen one 
recovery when exposed to the extent mentioned by Mr. 

Gooch, but he had seen recoveries in less serious cases. 

Hehad a very puzzling case of pericarditis some time 
ago. Three days before his visit, the cow had shown 
‘ymptoms of obstruction of the bowels, and an aperient | 

ad been given to which the animal responded. How- 
ever, it got no better, and refused to eat. Tympany set 
10, but there was no groaning. If the cow had calved, 
ohe might have taken it for a case of parturient apoplexy, 
ut that was not so. It eventually transpired that the 
animal had swallowed a piece of wire, which must have 
80 through the walls of the stomach, and through the 
wphragm, but it had not reached the heart. 
opp eowld think the case of abscess mentioned by Mr. 
at was directly tu be traced to strangles. He should 
ee him to try the internal administration of a 
oa ose of iodine, the action of which drug was to kill 
scapes upon which the disease depended for its 
po a He had also tried iodine very successfully in 
bad th pneumonia and other chest affections ; however, 
One the patient would feed well with it. 

baal — replied to the discussion at some length. 
paper ry “mm delighted to find that the object of his 
interesti en attained, namely, the production of an 

ingdiscussion. One result of the discussion had 


lof Professor Pritchard’s “ Remain a student all] through 
your life.” He ought to state his opinion that in the 
horse inversion of the uterus was not so fatal as inversion 
of the rectum. During parturition, we sometimes had 
to have an assistant to keep the rectum back during the 
removal of the foetus. He was glad to have Mr. Olver’s 
corroboration. as to the value of the phonendoscope. He 
(the speaker) had found it very useful indeed in detect- 
ing heart mischief more especially in the smaller animals. 
It was a very delicate instrument, and it required a lot of 
practice to understand it properly; that was perhaps 
why some peoryle did not appreciate its value at the first, 
On the question of half-minute v. three-minute ther- 
mometers, he was quite prepared to find the majority of 
his hearers disagree with him. Why he did not think 
half-minute thermometers so reliable was because he had 
found serious discrepancies when testing cases for tuber- 
culosis. Anothereargument against half-minute ther- 
mometers was that they were very brittle and very 
slender as compared with the three-minute thermometers 
and consequently they were less serviceable in the hands 
of any attendant. He was much obliged to Mr. Barling 
for his information on the question of tracheotomy ; he 
would try it himself on a favourable opportunity. He 
did not recommend a hurried diagnosis, and he could 
quote cases in which that rule had been brought home to 
him. There was one matter, in conclusion, which he 
would like to impress upon the young practitioner, 
namely, never to omit a careful examination of a horse’s 
heart when examining for soundness. 


Votes oF THANKS. 


On the motion of the President, seconded by Mr. Coe, 
a hearty vote of thanks was accorded to Mr. Gooch for 
his most interesting paper. 

Mr. OLVER said that as that was the last meeting of 
the year they ought not to separate without thanking 
the retiring president and the other officers of the Asso- 
ciation for their services during the past 12 months.— 
(Applause.) As a body they continued to prosper, and 
surely that must be due in a very great measure to the 
zeal and assiduity with which the officers discharged 
their important duties. (Applause.) He particularly 
complimented Mr. Burchnall upon the able manner 
in which he had presided over the various meetings. 
Under his guidance they had gone on and prospered. He 
begged to movea vote of thanks to the officers of the 
Association for their services during the past year. 

Mr. CARLEss seconded the motion, which was carried 
unanimously. 

Mr. BuRCHNALL, acknowledging the vote of thanks on 
behalf of himself and the other officers, said they had 
all done their best and they were amply rewarded by the 
knowledge that the Association continued to succeed 
in the beneficent objects for which it existed.— 
(Applause.) 

Next PuLace oF MEETING. * 


Mr. TRIGGER moved that the next quarterly meeting 
of the Association be held at Wolverhampton. 
This was seconded by Mr. Beddard and agreed to. 


THe ANNUAL BANQUET. 


The duties of the afternoon being ended, the company 
adjourned to another room where the annual banquet was 
served. Mr. J.J. Burchnall, the retiring president, occu- 
pied the chair, his successor in office, Mr. J. Blakeway, 
sitting at his right. ' 

he PresipEnT led off the toast list with “The Kin 

and Queen” and “The Duke and Duchess of Cornwal 

and York and the rest of the Royal Family,” making 
suitable reference to the great constitutional events of 
the past few weeks. These toasts, it is almost needless 
to add, were accepted in the truest spirit of loyalty. 





Nto convince him of the truth of a favourite saying 


Mr. Goocn gave “The Army, Navy, and Auxiliary 
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Forces,” whose opportunitiesin South Africa of displaying 
their fighting capabilities were duly noted, He asked that 
the toast might be drunk with special heartiness,.as he 
was coupling with it the name of one of theirown mem- 
bers who had just seen active service ; he meant Mr. 
Huband, of Cheltenham, who had gone out as a veteri- 
nary lieutenant in the Imperial Yeomanry, and who, 
after having been invalided hume, expected shortly to be 
re-called to duty. (App.) 

Mr. HuBanpD, in acknowledgment, said he was proud 
to be connected with a force that had done so well in the 
campaign. His experience showed the Remount Depart- 
ment to have been very much mismanaged. Some of the 
animals sent to South Africa being totally unfit for the 
work they were required to do. 

Mr. BEDDARD proposed “The Royal College of Veteri- 
nary Surgeons,” the Council of which he described as a 

ody of earnest, hardworking, conscientious men, who 
had long proved themselves to have the welfare of the 
profession at heart. 

Mr. ‘TRIGGER responded, and rejoiced to witness the 
progress which the profession was making in the esti- 
mation of the public. It was the fashion in some quarters 
to throw stones at the Council and accuse them of apathy 
and indifference, but the best way to judge the value of 
those attacks was to remember that they were mostly 
contained in letters written anonymously to the veteri- 
nary press. (Hear, hear.) There had lately been a good 
deal of discussion anent the proposal to raise the educa- 
tional standard of the veterinary student, and he must 
say for his part that it would have been nothing short 
of a catastrophe if Professor Dewar’s resolution on the 
question had been rushed through on the day when it 
was brought forward. Their solicitor, when asked the 
question in the Council Chamber, told them distinctly 
that it would come into operation at once. That would 
have entailed a great hardship, not to say an injustice, 
upon many students who were upon the point of entering 
and had entered Colleges upon the strength of examina- 
tion certificates already recognised. He (the speaker) 

was of opinion that the present standard of education 
was sufficiently high, and that the question was one 
which might safely be allowed to sleep for another five 
years at least. He therefore, as the representative of 
this Association upon the Council of the Royal College, 
threw in his lot unreservedly with Prof. McFadyean. 
(Applause.) There was another important detail in the 
politics of the profession to which he should like to 
allude, and it had to do with the finances of the Royal 
College. Apart from the College buildings, they 
possessed a fund of about £7,000 which, invested in Con- 
sols, produced an income of about £200 per annum, and 
there was only the profits of examinaticns upon which 
they could rely. The last Christmas examination was 
actually a loss, and if this state of things continued they 
would soon have to devise other means of “raising the 
wind.” They could not raise the examination fee, be- 
cause it was already as high as the Rayal Charter 
allowed. What he suggested for the consideration of the 
profession was that every member of the College be re- 
quired to pay a small registration fee, say 10s. 6d. per 
year. He wasaware that they could not enforce it with- 
out first obtaining a new Charter, but if veterinary sur- 
geons knew that more funds were necessary to enable 
them to maintain their proper rank among the scientific 

rofessions, he did not think many would object to the 
impost. (App.) 

Mr. CaRLEss. (Worcester) proposed “The Veterinary 
Schools,” which, he believed, had made great advance- 
ment since he obtained his diploma in 1878. He also 
thought they were much better managed than 
as yt 

r. MALCOLM, as one of the examiners, replied to the 
toast. Although he had never been mel with the 
Schools except as a student. He believed there were 





too many veterinary schools; one in Scotland, one jp 
England, and one in Ireland would be sufficient. He was 
afraid the teachers did not receive adequate remunen- 
tion, the result being that the best teachers left the 
schvols and entered private practice, because they were 
thus enabled to secure a better income. 

Mr. TRIGGER submitted “The Midland Counties 
Veterinary Medical Association.” In doing so he re. 
called the early struggles of that body to maintain its 
existence ; that in 1875 a meeting was held in Wolver- 
hampton to decide whether or not it should be dissolved, 
Many were in favour of such a course, but a few of the 
then younger members determined to make another 
stand, and this time they happened to be successful, 
Mr. Olver, of Tamworth, was made secretary, and the 
late Mr. Blakeway, father of the president-elect, became 
treasurer, and those gentlemen, aided by a few other 
energetic spirits, laid the real foundations of the present 
very successful organisation to which they were all proud 
to belong. (Applause.) The advantages of membership 
were manifold, and apart altogether from the scientific 
and practical knowledge which the various essayists im- 
parted, the social element was of untold value in that it 
promoted good fellowship among gentlemen, who, though 
opponents in practice, proved themselves to be friends 
and companions. (App.) 

The PRESIDENT, in responding, admitted his indebted- 
ness to the other officers of the Association for their kind 
co-operation during his year of office now ended. He 
especially mentioned the help he had received from the 
hon. sec., Mr. Dawes, who had indeed been his “guide, 
philosopher, and friend.” During the past year they 
had had some excellent papers.read, the authors of which 
he should once more like to thank, but the attendance 
of members had been far from satisfactory, and he was 
looking forward to a marked improvement in that direc: 
tion during the twelve months upon which they were 
about to enter. 

Mr. Dawes, in the course of a sbort speech, said that 
with a view to increasing the attendance the days of 
meeting had been altered, but he thought the Associa- 
tion had made a mistake in doing so, the old arrange: 
ment of holding the meetings on Tuesdays and Fridays 
alternately being in his opinion the best. He shouldlike 
to take that opportunity of congratulating his friend Mr. 
Blakeway upon the honour which the Association ha 
conferred upon him by electing him president. He could 
assure them that Mr. Blakeway, like his father before 
him, had worked hard to keep the finances of the Ass 
ciation in a satisfactory condition, and with what result 
the latest balance sheet eloquently showed. No better 
deserved compliment had ever been paid by the Ass0- 
ciation to one of its members. (App.) __. ; 

Mr. BLAKEWAY said that on relinquishing the treas 
urership for a higher appointment he was proud to know 
that financially they were, as an Associativn, at the “md 
of the tree. (Applause). Yet, notwithstanding that t ul 
had a balance in hand of £155, no one could say that t 
Midland Association had not responded liberally to any 
deserving object, whether benevolent or educationa’. - 

Mr. Matco.m, the new treasurer, also responded very 
briefly to the toast of the Association. ™ 

The toast of “The Visitors,” proposed 10 fitting pe 
by Mr. Coe, and acknowledged by Messrs. Gofton 
Pearce, concluded the programme. . 

‘ ’ on. ee. 
H, J. Dawes, F.R.C.VS., Hon. 0 


—__—— 


R. A. Everett and Co., of Essex Street, Strand, 
are now publishing Mr. Nat Gould’s future cE Race- 
have ready on the Ist ult. a new work entitled ‘Gonld’s 
course Tragedy.” The numerous readers 0! - ie plot 
novels will be agreeably surprised at the ingen! " 
contained in this work—-far and away the 0 


author has yet written. 
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EXTRACTS AND NOTES 


THE COMMUNICABILITY OF GLANDERS. 


We announced last week that the President of the 
Board of Agriculture has appointed a committee to con- 
duct experimental investigations into the communic- 
ability of glanders. An official inquiry into the subject 
cannot be otherwise than beneficial to practitioners, both 
medical and veterinary, and particularly to those who 


recover. On no account should the animals be sold or 
' lost sight of. The immediate slaughter of all the react- 
| ing ones would, of course, settle the case at once and 
| thus end all fear of contagion from them, but the ques- 
tion of compensation would here have to come in and the 
cost of such a scheme would necessarily be great. Possi- 
bly the new committee may be able to bring forward a 
scheme which will satisfy everybody At any rate a 
most valuable report should result, for the names of 
those appointed upon the committee show that it will 
include observers who have had unique opportunities for 








testing their views.—7'he Lancet. 








make a special study of public health. (landers is one 
of the most terrible of all the diseases which can be 
transmitted from animals to man, and every year in- 
stances occur in which human beings become infected 
from contact with glandered horses. Only a few days 
ago there was an illustration of this in the Fulham 
coroner’s court, when an inquest was held on the body 
ofaman who had died from the disease. The exact 
date and source of the infection were not ascertained, as 
the deceased was an erratic worker, but his occupation 
was that of a groom or odd man about cab and omnibus 
yards—work that ccontinnally brought him into contact 
with horses and harness. Itis well known that glanders 
exists principally in London, Liverpool and Glasgow, and 
that stables belonging to cabmen are those in which the 
disease is most frequently detected. The conditions 
under which the majority of cab-horses live are especially 
favourable for its spread; hygienic arrangements are 
often almost absent, the horses are crowded together in 
atotally inadequate amount of cubic space, and the 
manger is usually a long trough with no divisions in it 
to keep the food given to one horse apart from that of 
his fellow. Even if the divisions are provided they are 
soclose that a horse has only to stretch out his neck in 
order to put his nose into his neighbour’s share. As a 
tule, too, the horses drink out of one tank. This habit 
cannot be too much condemned ; it is even questionable 
whether the street drinking fountains do not often do 
more harm than good by disseminating glanderous 
material. Atalmost any time of year, but particularly 
in the summer, nasal mucus can be seen floating on the 
surface of the water in these drinking troughs and at any 
time this may be from the nostril of a glandered animal. 
The stationary tap and bucket system affords much 
lore safety. Since the discovery of mallein the authori- 
ties have had on their hands an almost infallible means 
whereby glanders can be detected. As a diagnostic 
agent its properties leave nothing to be desired. The 
‘ommittee which has just been appointsd will inquire 
rm the influence of this agent to check or cure the 
sease. Many experiments have been made in Great 
aa and abroad to test this question, which was first 
Peed M. Nocard, but almost the whole of the evi- 
i of, ad gone to prove that as a curative agent mallein 
nto ee It is true that many horses will refuse to 
When tested again and again, but it is also well | 
‘own now that glanders is by no means absolutely 
a _ run a rapid and fatal course in the horse, and 
a ol recovery without any treatment at all are not un- 
mon. In making equine post-mortem examinations 





ABSTRACT OF A LECTURE ON PLAGUE. 
By J. Mrrrorp Arkinson, M.B. Lonp.,, 
Principal Civil Medical Officer, Hong-Kong. 


The disease commences suddenly, without prodroma, 
with a rigor, followed quickly by great prostration, fever, 
and marked pain at the place where the bubo subse- 
quently appears. After the onset there are headache, 
great thirst, vomiting, diarrhoea, marked weakness, and, 
as arule, intense mental depression. Theskin is hot and 
dry and occasionally jaundiced. The facies is character- 
istic. The countenance is drawn, the conjunctive are 
injected, and the eyes ure sunken. The patient presents 
a dull, heavy, stupefied look. Sometimes this is replaced 
by an expression of terror. The tongue is swollen, red, 
and coated with a greyish white fur. Occasionally the 
disease is ushered in with violent delirium, the patient 
being sometimes quite maniacal. At other times the 
patients are quiet and indifferent to their surroundings 
owing to a deadening of the mental faculties. Then ap- 
pear the buboes or enlarged lymphatic glands, to which 
character the name “ bubonic plague” is due. These are 
the most constant and characteristic signs of plague and 
they appear at any time in the first five days. The 
fever is generally high—from 103° to 105° F.—at the on- 
set, lasting from six to 10 days and reaching its acme 
from the third to the fifth day. Gradually then it falls 
to the normal. After the first stage there is often a 
secondary rise due to suppuration. Occasionally we 
meet with petechiz or pustular eruptions and carbuncu- 
lar affections of the skin. These latter begin with 
ecchymoses, which increase in size and become covered 
with vesicles, the surrounding skin being swollen and 
brawny, due to the effusion of inflammatory serum, a 
central slough often forms which separates, leaving a 
gangrenous ulcer. 

Buboes.—With reference to the buboes or glandular 
swellings, in 73 per cent. of the cases these appear vary- 
ing from the size of a pigeon’s egg to that of one’s fist. 
In the remaining 27 per cent. the glandular swellings are 
much smaller, varying from the size of a pea to that ofa 
bean. These smaller lesions occur most frequently to- 
wards the end of an epidemic when the symptoms gener- 
ally are milder. These buboes are accompanied by a 
painful peri-glandular swelling which is so painful that 
on the least pressure the patient winces and cries out. 
The most frequent sites of the buboes are the groin, the 





x re the veterinary practitioner frequently finds 
tains ing lesions of glanders which have been spon- 
tient cured, a fact which has been confirmed by | 
ae pay and other tests. Under strict veterinary | 
: — at regular intervals it would be quite possible 
sand Pout glanders completely in England. If when 
was reported in a stable the whole of the animals | 


axilla, the neck, and the submaxillary region. The rela- 
tive frequency is as follows: in 60 per cent. they occur 
in the groin, in 16 per cent. in the axilla, in 15 per cent. 
in the neck, in 1°5 per cent. in the submaxillary region, 
and in exceptional cases they also appear in the elbow 
and popliteal space. In the groin the femoral glands are 
those most frequently affected. The swelling is rapid 


i : ; : 
~e stable or stud were subjected to the mallein test and accompanied by so much pain that the patient lies 
why that reacted were isolated from the healthy | with his thigh flexed and abducted, there is inflammation 

‘Sno reason why they should not do useful work _of the surrounding peri-glandular connective tissue, the 


agaln and y 


d be necessary to test them again and | skin over the swelling is red and cedematous, very often 
n the slightest clinical manifestation to ja bleb forms on the surface, and in 90 per cent. of the 


Ins] Al 
_ MSlst Upon g aughter at once. Many would completely cases the bubo suppurates. In addition to these changes 
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in the external glands the internal lymphatic glands are 
frequently affected, more especially the mesenteric. 

oO particularise, one may say in regard to the alimen- 
tary tract that the lips are dry, the tongue at the onset is 
swollen and red and coated with a greyish-white fur ; 
usually on the second or third day it has become dry and 
brown. This brown appearance, especially amongst the 
Chinese, is very characteristic. The mucous membrane 
of the pharynx is red and the tonsils are often congested. 
The appetite is diminished and there are frequent vomi- 
ting and intense thirst. Diarrhoea is common at the on- 
set as well as in the later stages ; during the fever consti- 
pation is the rule. 

Respiratory tract.—As a rule there are no symptoms 
pointing to this tract, but there is occasionally a painful 
dry cough with signs of dry pleurisy. I am referring to 
the ordinary bubonic type of the disease. 

Cardiac.—In severe cases there is evidence of implica- 
tion of the heart muscle ; the first sound is prolonged, 
the pulse is rapid and soon becomes scft and compressi- 
ble, and as the end approaches it is very irregular. 

Urinary system.—The secretion of the urine is fre- 
quently diminished or altogether suppressed at the on- 
set. In 95 per cent. of the cases in the epidemic in 1896 
we found albumen to be present at the commencement 
= the disease, but this disappears with the decline of the 

ever. 

Nervous symptoms.—These are very marked and con- 
sist of deafness, distressing sleeplessness, muscular 
twitchings, and either delirium or apathetic listlessness 
merging into coma. Pregnant women in many cases 
abort. Convalescence in favourable cases commences 
with the decline of the fever at the end of the second 
week, but it is always long and very often much delayed 
by suppuration. 

Mortality.—There is no disease with such a high mor- 
tality. Amongst the Chinese not treated in the hospital 
the mortality was 90 per cent. Amongst those treated 
in the hospital it varied in different epidemics from 73 to 
88 per cent. Of the Europeans attacked the mortality is 
much less, averaging from 40 to 50 per cent. During the 
height of an epidemic the cases are speedily fatal, death 
often taking place from quite unexpected collapse. At 
the end of an epidemic the cases are much milder in 
degree, so that we find the mortality of 90 per cent. at the 
beginning reduced to 45 per cent. at the close. 


Post-MorteEM APPEARANCES. 


To diagnose the disease it is necessary, as I have stated, 
to have a knowledge of the post-mortem appearances, as 
the first case may be met with inthe cadaver. There is 
no marked emaciation unless death occurs late in the 
disease, or from some seccndary cause such as long-con- 
tinued suppuration. Rigor mortis is not well marked. 
The expression of the countenance is usually calm. On 
the skin there are petechiz occasionally found, and car- 
buncular swellings ; these show hzmorrhages and infil- 
tration into the subcutaneous tissue. With regard to the 
brain the cerebral membranes are always congested and 
cedematous and in most cases clouded ; there are small 
ecchymoses here and there. In the brain substance there 
is no marked change. As to the chest, in the pleura are 
small hemorrhages, with some moderate effusion into the 
pleural cavities ; the mediastinal glands are sometimes 
enlarged and the lungs are congested and very coedema- 
mous, the lower lobes especially so. There is occasionally 
pneumonic infiltration. The bronchial glands are some- 
times enlarged. The pericardial area presents punctiform 
ecchymoses, the right side of the heart is generally dis- 
tended with blood, and the heart muscle is pale and 
flabby, the parenchyma being clouded or in a state of 
fatty degeneration. As to the abdomen, the omentum 
and a present small or large extravasations of 
blood ; these are sometimes very extensive. The mesen- 
teric and retro-peritoneal glands are in nearly all cases 





enlarged and they present a bluish-red appearance, 
Occasionally, in severe cases, extensive haemorrhages cay 
be traced from the crural canal along the lymphatics of 
the pelvic to the perirenal connective tissue. The spleen 
is enlarged always to twice or even four times its usual 
size ; it is soft and hyperemic. The liver also is enlar. 
ged ; there may be extravasations of blood under its cap. 
sule, the parenchyma is clouded, and in those cases in 
which there has been jaundice the organ is of a greyish- 
yellow colour. The stomach is often contracted ; the 
mucous membrane is hyperemic and is thickly coated 
with mucus and studded with small or large hemor. 
rhages. The intestines present the same appearances: 
in addition, the solitary glands are hyperemic and 
Peyer’s patches are enlarged and occasionally present 
hemorrhages. The kidneys are enlarged and congested, 
with small ecchymoses under the capsule. Small hemor- 
rhages are found in the mucous membrane of the pelvis 
and coagula may be seen plugging the calices. The 
urinary bladder presents punctiform haemorrhages in the 
mucous membrane and the urine occasionally contains 
blood. With regard to the glands, in the external lym- 
phatics, or buboes, the changes are much more marked 
than they are in the internal lymphatics. The buboes 
are swollen lymphatic glands with the surrounding con- 
nective tissue «edematous and infiltrated with blood. 
The glands are red or bluish-red and are frequently 
studded with purulent foci ; they often contain hemor- 
rhagic extravasations. In severe cases the glands are 
matted together to form one huge boggy mass which may 
extend up the crural canal to the pelvis. In severe cases 
the iliac and lumbar glands have been affected, so that 
there may bea chain of enlarged glands extending up to 
the diaphragm, and hemorrhages into and around these 
glands are frequently found. ’ 

To sum up, the post-mortem changes met with in this 
disease are as follows: characteristic inflammatory swel- 
lings of the external and internal lymphatic glands, 
especially of the mesenteric glands, accompanied by en- 
largement of the spleen, by inflammatory in the structure 
of the liver, kidneys, and heart, by inflammation of 
the cerebral membranes, and by the production of diffuse 
small punctiform hemorrhages. 


VARIETIES OF PLAGUE. 


The varieties of the disease are three : the bubonic, the 
pneumoniec, and the gastro-intestinal. we 

1. Bubonic.—With regard to this variety, it 1s the one 
which I have been describing. Seventy per cent. of the 
cases come under this heading. Infection occurs through 
the skin. : ; 

2. Pneumonic.—Fatal as is the bubonic variety, the 
pneumonic is still more so; indeed, nearly all who are 
attacked by it die. Itis induced in animals by applying 
the bacilli or the sputum of a pneumonic case to te 
mucous membrane of the nostrils of, say, guinea-plss 
by means of a brush. The sputum of patients attack 
by this variety presents almost a pure culture of plague 
bacilli. Infection occurs by means of the air-passage, 
and it was from this form that the two sisters 1p the 
Government Civil Hospital at Hong-Kong died in ‘ 
epidemic of 1898. The onset is marked by a rigor, atte 
ded by cough and some dyspneea with slight fever. 
temperature soon rises to 103° F. or higher, and in rf of 
hours the patient commences to spit up 4 — Ae 
thin blood-stained sputum. The dyspnoea rap! a 
comes more marked, there is much cardiac depress ws 
the pulse is rapid and compressible, and there ‘rium ; 
treme restlessness, want of sleep, and early de aN 
the auscultatory signs are those of catarrhal mage ‘5 
The disease in this form runs a very rapid course, # 
almost invariably fatal withia three days. monit, 

3 Gastro-intestinal.—Thisvariety, like the pnens “s 
has no external buboes and the cases om, dy de 
rapidly fatal. Post-mortem. the changes ® ready 
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: the most constant ; the solitary glands are also enlarge IMPORTANT HORS YASE IGEN 

Stine! and inflamed and the mucous membrane of the oe , _— a re 
> spleen tines is thickly coated with mucus and studded with John Lewis, farmer, Brigam, sued John Dow, veteri- 
ietoed small hemorrhages. In 21 fatal cases of this variety in | Bary surgeon, Bridgend, for £50 damages for alleged 
5 cole. the epidemic of 1896 plague bacilli were found in the negligence in supplying proper treatment to a colt that 
‘ox froces. he had_been called in to attend. 
~ases 1D BACTERIOLOGY. _ Mr. H. J. Randall, junr., conducted the case for plain- 
preyish- It was at Hong-Kong in 1894 that Kitasato and Yer- tiff, and Mr. T. J. Hughes defended. 
a: the sin discovered the bacillus in the buboes and organs of Mr. Randall stated the facts of the case, and called 
ranted those who had died from the disease and also in the blood The plaintiff, who stated that on the morning of Decem- 
oe of patients who were suffering from the disease. That ber 23rd, the colt in respect of which the claim was made 
caine this bacillus is the cause of the disease is now universally | Was found in a ditch on his farm. It was unable to 
i onl held, the reasons being : (1) the presence of the bazillus | Set out of the ditch, and so with the assistance of his 
present in the blood and organs of a person suffering from, or | Men and a cart horse he dragged it out. It then tried 
Leena who has died from, the disease ; (2) that if a culture of to get up on its feet, but did not quite succeed, although 
tag the bacillus obtained from one suffering from the disease they tried to help it. They gave it about three parts of 
e pelvis be inoculated into a susceptibie animal this animal con- | # bottle of whiskey, and it was struggling to get up fur 
he tracts the disease and dies ; (3) the bacillus can be ob- | 4 long time, and af 11] or 12 o’clock he sent for Mr. Dow, 
tate tained from the spleen and other organs of the infected who arrived as soon as he could be expected. In the 
sein animal ; and lastly, (4) the bacillus thus obtained will in- letter which he sent to Mr. Dow he stated that the colt 
ler fect other susceptible animals. This distinctive miero- had been in a ditch and could not stand, and asked him 
po organism is found in fresh bodies in the spleen and | t© bring slings and pulleys and a bottle of medicine. 
ees buboes in great numbers, in smaller numbers in the After looking at the colt, Mr. Dow said, “Bad job, Mr. 
ng con- affected lymphatic glands, in the heart, lungs, liver, and Lewis, but I have examined him and don’t think there 

blood, kidneys, in the walls of the stomach, in the intestines, | 4’ any bones broken. He only wants rest, and I think 
quently and in the blood ; in the last-named it is also found in he will come all right.” Witness asked where slings were, 
ore the interior of the blood corpuscles. It is likewise to be and Mr. Dow said he had not brought them because they 
a. o- detected in the faeces, in the urine, in the vomit, and in | Were on a horse at Margam, but he would bring them 
ch may the saliva. The bacillus isa short thick rod with round- next day. Mr. Dow also said there was no danger in the 
ner fin edends. On an average it is about one millimetre in horse that he could see, and helped to pack him up. 
30 that length and 0°3 in breadth. It is stained by basic aniline Witness asked if he were not going to give the colt any 
g up to dyes, the ends of the bacillus taking the stain more deeply medicine, and Mr. Dow said, “ No ; he only wants rest.” 
"1 these than the centre, thus presenting a bipolar appearance. It The colt fed remarkably well all day Sunday and Mon- 

isnot stained by Gram’s method. Examined in media day. On Monday Mr. Dow visited the horse again, and 
‘in this kept at 37°C., which is that at which it thrives best, it is said it was looking more lively ; there was no danger, and 
ry swel- motile. Spore formation has not been observed. In | 2° bones broken. He had not brought the slings because 
“ands some specimens the appearance of a capsule can be made they were not required, the horse only needing rest. He 
‘we: out, To find the bacillus, a small quantity of blood is would be better for a day’s rest, and he would be there 
i od vbtained by puncturing the finger or lobe of the ear, after | Wednesday with the slings to raise him. Mr. Dow 
an 4 carefully washing the skin with soap and water and said the horse could have a little linseed oil with whiskey 
afterwards with a solution of corrosive sublimate. The | im it.. About mid-day on Tuesday, witness saw the horse. 


f diffuse . C L 
i ye is then spread on glass slides and dried and stain- It did not move, and he could see its eyes sinking in its 

: | with some aniline dye, carbol fuchsin by preference. | head. He immediately sent the bailiff for Mr. Dow, 

vod obtained by puncturing the buboes or glandular but he could not be tound, and the colt died that 








nic, the swellings nearly always contains the bacilli in large | Bight. ; 

—— Cross-examined : His complaint was that the horse 
the one ‘ n 1896, out of 273 cases treated in the hospital, in 221 should have had medicine, should have been slung, and 
of the he presence of the bacilli in small numbers was found in should not have been left on Tuesday. Mr. Dow did not 
‘hrough the lood microscopically. As a rule only four or five in explain to him that it would be useless to sling him then. 

wy oe field of the microscope are found. If the bacilli | Mr. Jones and Mr. Rideout were with defendant when he 
sty, the ~ a and numerous the case is a serious one. If the | first visised the horse. 
who ate 2 - Lane not found microscopically a more exact opinion Mr. Hughes: Did defendant leave a bottle of liniment 
pplying on by culture experiments on animals. The when he went on the Monday with instructions for it to 
to the os avourable culture medium for this geowth in Hong be rubbed on the horse’s back ?—Yes ; a mixture of mus- 
ea-pigs, — found by Wilson to be a 2 per cent. alkaline | t@rd and turpentine. 
ttacked : — of peptonised bouillon containing 1 per cent. of You knew a great deal more about treating this horse 
F plague oe After injection the bouillon remains clear and than he did. I suppose ?—-Yes, I did. (Laughter.) No, | 
assages, ofa Wieht v3 the bacilli grow on the surface in the form | ™e#n he knew himself that it could not get better with- 
; in the dich a t whitish clot. The fluid remains clear if un- | Ut the slings. 

7 in the a ed, but the least movement causes the growth to | _ The colt was to be turned once a day, not twice. 

atten: aae * bottom of the tube, or for a time the fluid | Defendant said on the Sunday, © Is one of your men 

x. The an cloudy. The urine of the blood may also be ex- | $0108 to sit by him to-night?” Witness said, “ Is there 

na few te on agar plates. If the bacilli are present small | #Y Teason ?” and defendant said “ Not the least.” 

otity of make frevish-white colonies appear within 24 hours. To| , Mt. Hughes : Can you suggest why Mr. Dow did not 

idly be- blecy ue diagnosis still more precise inoculations of the | S!¥° medicine if he thought it advisable !—Because he 

yrossion, ne = a susceptible animal, such as the rat, the had no slings, and without them he knew the horse must 

are eX should he ote big, the rabbit, the pig, or the monkey die. , 

Jirium ; tind 2 made. The mouse or the guinea-pig is the | .. In answer to further questions by Mr. Hughes, plain- 

umonia con Which is most suitable. To communicate the tiff said he had been in the habit of engaging Mr. Dow 

and is With p rg itis only necessary to prick the thigh during the last two years, but had not full confidence in 
myo ~y which has been dipped into the culture. | him. 

monic, . mai refuses food, it staggers, the respirations _Re-examined : They packed the horse up and covered 

i . Lanne burried, and it dies in from 36 to 48 hours.—The | him with straw before Mr. Dow arrived. 
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George Hibbert, shepherd to plaintiff, gave evidence 
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as to finding the horse in the ditch. He was present 
when Mr. Dow was giving instructions as to turning and 
he said the colt was to be turned every day about the 
same time. On Wednesday morning he saw Mr. Dow 
near the farm-house and Mr. Dow said, “The colt is 
dead: 1 expect he burst his liver.” Defendant after- 
wards asked if Mr. Lewis was in the house. Witness said 
he was, and Mr. Dow said he did not think he should 
call because he wanted to get on. 

George Phillips, a-haulier, employed by plaintiff, said 
the colt struggled hard to get on his feet on Sunday and 
Monday when Mr. Dow was there, as well as when he 
was away. On Tuesday it would not feed and began to 
sweat heavily. 1t died at about 20 minutes to seven in 
the evening of that day. 

John Lewis, plaintiff's bailiff, said he went to fetch 
Mr. Dow on the Sunday. Defendant said he had no 
slings strong enough for this colt, as his large slings were 
under another horse, but he would be over on Monday 
with them. When he examined the horse Mr. Dow 
pushed a pin into its legs, and said it had its feeling all 
right, and if it was left to rest it would be better. At 
mid-day on Tuesday, the colt was much worse, and wit- 
ness again went to Bridgend for Mr. Dow, but could not 
find him. 

T. Whapham, veterinary surgeon, practising at Cow- 
bridge, was the next witness. He said he had had great 
experience of slinging horses, He didn’t think it a good 
thing to leave the horse on the ground but to sling him 
in most cases. To leave a horse for three days on the 
ground would probably cause inflammation which sling- 
ing might ease. 

By Mr. Hughes: If he had a colt that was exhausted 
by long struggling whose legs had no power it would do 
it good to sling it and keep the legs straight. In hang- 
ing a horse the legs from be suspended right off the 
ground. 

His Honour: The case for the plaintiff is that the 
horse died from inflammation ? 

Mr. Randall: Yes. 

For the defence James Dow, M.R.C.V.S., the defen- 
dant, was first called. He had had 28 years’ experience 
in his profession, and during the whole of that time he 
had never had a charge of negligence brought against 
him until now. On Sunday, the 23rd December, he re- 
ceived a message to come to Brigam. He went, taking 
Mr. Rideout, a friend, with him for company. He exam- 
ined the horse, and he was prepared to say on his pro- 
fessional reputation that there was no inflammation. He 
‘told Mr. Lewis that he could find no injury to any bone, 
but that the horse was in a state of extreme exhaustion 
and collapse. In the message he had been told to bring 
medicine and slings, but he told Mr. Lewis it was per- 
fectly useless to put slings on him, and that it would be 
“better to leave the horse on the ground well covered and 
sheltered. He considered it would have been harmful to 
have used slings. He visited the horse again on Monday, 
and found it in the same position. It was arranged that 
he should go again on Wednesday with slings to sling 
the horse if it should be in a fit condition, but when he 
got there the animal was dead. 

By Mr. Randall: Whatever instructions he may have 
had from Mr. Lewis he would have been guided entirely 
by his own judgment as to whether he slung the horse or 

not. Hedid not see the horse kicking and struggling as 
though in pain. 

A. Rideout, brewer’s traveller, Bridgend, said that he 
went with Mr. Dow to Brigam on the Sunday, and dur- 
ing the time he saw the horse it was quite still, appar- 
ently dead. 

David Jones, Bridgend, gave similar evidence as to the 
Monday. 

Quite a number of experts were then called, including 
Mr. Seyer, Newport ; Mr. Hart, Mr. Gladstone Davies, 
Swansea, and Mr. Edwards, all M.R.C.V.S., and promin- 


ent in their profession, who said they had come ty the 
court with perfectly open minds and after hearing the 
evidence they were quite satisfied that Mr. Dow had at. 
tended the horse in a satisfactory manner, and also that 
the method of slinging horses right off their feet was 
quite obsolete. 

His Honour said that in the face of the professional] 
evidence he had nothing to do but to give judgment for 
defendant with costs.—The Glamorgan Gazette. 


ARE VETERINARY SURGEONS PROFESSIONAL Men? 


At Bridgend County Court on Friday, March 1st, before 
His Honour Judge Gwilym Williams, Mr. H. J. Rap. 
dall, solicitor, Bridgend, appealed against the decision 
of the Registrar in allowing the full professional fee of 
two guineas each to four veterinary surgeons, witnesses 
in an action brought against Mr. James Dow, M.R.C.VS,. 
Bridgend, by Mr. John Lewis, Brigam, Cowbridge, and 
in which judgment for defendant with costs was given, 
He contended that veterinary surgeons could not be re. 
garded as professional men in the same sense as doctors 
and engineers. They came merely to give an expression 
of opinion. 

Mr. T. J. Hughes, for Mr. Dow, said that the gentle. 
men referred to were away from their homes from eight 
o’clock in the morning until six at night. He had not 
asked—as he had a right to—for a qualifying fee. 

Mr. Randall: {t is only in exceptional cases that the 
full fee is allowed. 

The Judge said that there was nothing in the case 
that could justity the Registrar in reducing the fee. 
The men were eminent men, among the first half dozen 
veterinary surgeons in the county, and they had earned 
the two guineas. Their evidence had enabled him to 
come to right decision. 

The appeal was dismissed with costs.—Chronicle. 
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ACTION FOR DAMAGES TO A PONY. 


A jury was empanelled to try this action, in which 
George Mitchell, shopkeeper, of Alfreton Road, sougit 
to recover £15 10s. 6d., damages for injury to a poty, 
from Mrs. Gervan, a livery stable keeper, who also keeps 
a shoeing forge in William Street, Nottingham. —Mr 
C. L. Rothera appeared for the plaintiff, and Mr. kA. 
Young for the defendant. 

Mr. Rothera, in opening the case, said that on the 19th 
of October last the plaintiff sent his pony to the defer 
dant’s forge to be shod. When she left his premises she 
was perfectly sound in every respect, and was brought 
back an hour and a half later by the defendant's servat’ 
who had been employed in shoeing her. He then dis 
covered that the pony’s eye had. been very — 
damaged during the time she had been away, 4? we 
was incapacitated from work for two months, during 
which time she was under the care of a veterinary se 
geon. The eye was permanently destroyed, and the po?) 
had in consequence materially depreciated 1n valet. 

Plaintiff supported Mr. Rothera’s statement, and ‘ bin 
that when the man brought the pony back he -_ ‘id 
how the injury was caused, and he replied that . Ms 
not know. He valued the pony at £15 befores - 4 
ceived the injury to hereye. She was not now worth a= 


A . sti: 
note. The veterinary fee was £1 15s. 6., and he an 
mated the loss of her services during the he plain 


unable to work at £2 10s.—In cross-examina 
tiff said he was of opinion that the pony had been 
with a hammer, 

John Talbot, a workman in the employ "id 0 
said he took the horse to the shoeing forge, but done 
remain there all the time the shoeing was bein 
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Whea he returned he found that the pony’s eye was 


"Ry Mr. Young: There was nothing but the ring to 
which the pony was tethered against which it could 
knock its eye out. The pony did jump once while he 
wasinthe shop. _ : ; ; 

Detective Carr said that, having received information 
from plaintiff, he visited the forge and questioned the 
shoeing smith, who said the only explanation of the 
occurrence he could give was that the pony was very rest- 
less during the time he was shoeing her, and she must 
have knocked her bead against the wall or the ring. 

Mr. E. D. Johnson, veterinary surgeon, spoke to ex- 
amining the pony, whose eye-ball was ruptured, and ex- 
pressed the opinion that considerable violence must have 
been used to cause the injury. 

By Mr. Young: It was possible, but he did not think 
it probable, the injury could have been caused by the 
horse plunging and striking its head against the pro- 
jecting ring in the wall. In consequence of its confine- 
ment, and the pain it had suffered, the pony would now 
have deformed feet. His opinion was that the injury 
was caused by a blunt instrument. 

For the defence, Mr. Young called 

Thomas Phoenix, farrier, engaged by the defendant, 
who said he could not account in any way for the injury 
to the pony’s eye. He did not see the animals eyes until 
it was turned for the fore-hoofs to be clenched. 

Henry Coulson, farrier, said he was in the shop while 
Mr. Mitchell’s pony was there. He saw nothing happen 
in the shop to cause the injury. 

Inspector Robinson, R.S.P.C.A., said he knew the pony; 
he had known it to be suffering from laminitis before 
the accident to its eye. The pony was very nervous 
and sensitive. The fever in the feet was liable to recur 
at any time. 

William Taylor, veterinary surgeon, said he had known 
the pony five or six years, and it had always been 
affected with laminitis in the fore feet, which would make 
it very sensitive to shoeing. The pony was worth £6 or 
£7 at the outside ; it was 15 or 16 yvearsofage. The 
pony could do its work quite as well with one eye as 
with two. 

His Honour, in addressing the jury, said they might 
fairly conclude that the pony was all right when it 
reached the forge, but what they must decide was 
whether the accident was caused through want of ordi- 
hary care on the part of the defendants. 

After a brief deliberation, the jury found a verdict for 
the defendant, and judgment was entered accordingly, 
with costs.— Nottingham E vening Post. 
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ANTHRAX IN THE EAST RIDING. 


Bre: fortnightly meeting of the Sculcoates Rural 
ean Council was held on the 26th ult. at the offices, 
rio Lane, Hull, Mr. J. H. Fisher, J.P., pre- 
= Medical Officer (Dr. Molineux) reported that the 

“wy of the district during January was generally good, 
3.66 yr ony being 11.83, as against a birth-rate of 
tie _ was only one case of scarlet fever during 
~ mes ,and that at Preston. He had one unpleasant* 

je | hes perform, and that was to report an outbreak of 
ofa Pe at Sutton. On the 8th inst. a cow, the property 
z oy ap farmer at Sutton, absented itself from the 
und ay: ich had been turned out to water, and was 
and the, Ing in an outhouse. The owner cut its throat, 
remned "goa evening a butcher took the carcase away, 

be latte: and subsequently sold it to a Hull butcher. 

' drew the attention of Mr. Cook, the city Meat 


D y 
Somerby to the carcase, and Mr. Cook called in Mr. 


the Veteri I 
a eg nary Inspector. There was only the 
Tease to judge by, but a spleen was found in a field, 


and on the faith of this it was stated to be free from 
anthrax. 

The Chairman : It was passed by Mr. Cook, the Meat 
Inspector ? 

The Medical Officer replied in the affirmative, and then 
went on to say that on the 14th instant another cow was 
found in a dying state in the cowhouse. Its throat was 
cut, and it was dressed by the owner. The same evening 
the butcher was informed, and he removed the carcase to 
his premises. The following day the attention of a 
veterinary surgeon, who was attending a horse, was called 
to the condition of some of the cows, and he considered 
they were suffering from anthrax, but not being satisfied 
he called in Mr. Longhurst, who decided it was anthrax. 
Hearing of the cow which had been killed the previous 
night, they asked for the entrails and spleen, and upon 
examining it they decided the animal had suffered from 
anthrax. Mr. Hieks, the County Council Inspector, was 
also called in, and agreeing it was anthrax, ordered the 
carcase to be buried. Concluding, the Medical Officer 
said that the question for the Council tu decide was 
whether a man should be allowed to cut the throats of 
animals that were suffering from any diseases and send 
them to a butcher. 

The Chairman did not think they could take any 
action against either the farmer or the butcher. The 
owner had done everything openly, and so far as he could 
see there was no attempt to deal with the second carcase, 
except it was taken to a butcher’s shop after being dress- 
ed on the premises. 

Mr. Palmer did not think any butcher in Hull would 
take a beast from the country without having it examined 
by Mr. Cook. 

The Chairman said there was a danger of it being re- 
tailed in the country. The doctors had done everything 
that was correct, but, personally, he did not think they 
could do anything in the matter. 

The Medical Officer said that the dairy was one of the 
best in the district, and the cattle were ina very fine 
condition. 

The Council decided to enter the Medical Officer’s re- 
port upon the minutes.—J/'he Hastern Morning News. 











MEAT INSPECTION. 


The question as to the inspection of live animals and 
carcases has long been a serious one for exposers. Only 
a week or two ago a well-known Edinburgh dealer 
bought at the Hawick sales a cow which, along with the 
other animals exposed at that mart, had been inspected 
and passed as correct by a veterinary inspector, and that 
cow on being brought direct to the Edinburgh auction 
mart sales was seized by the veterinary inspectors there, 
and condemned as unfit for human food, with the result 
that the exposer was fined for exposing an unsound 
animal. Another case of a somewhat similar kind is to 
be fought out in the Edinburgh Sheriff Court next week, 
and will, if necessary, be carried to the Court of Session 
and the House of Lords. In this case, a carcase of meat 
bought at Mr. Thos. Nelson’s sale in Glasgow, and passed 
as correct by the veterinary inspectors at the Glasgow 
slaughterhouse, was bought by an Edinburgh butcher, 
and brought through to Edinburgh, where it was at once 
seized by the sanitary authorities, and condemned on the 
ground that it was tubercular. In this case, however, 
the salesman from whom the carcase was bought deter- 
mined to fight the case in the law courts, and he had the 
carcase examined by Professor Muir, Professor of Patho- 
logy in the Glasgow University, by Dr. Welsh, Edin- 
burgh, and Mr. Maccallum, all of whom testified that 
no trace of tubercular disease could be found about the 
carcase. The sanitary authorities of the city had the car- 
case examined by Professor Shennan of the Edinbutgh 








University, by Professor Dewar of the Royal Dick Veteri- 
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nary College, and by Principal Owen Williams of the 
New Veterinary College, all of whom testified that the 
meat was tainted with tuberculosis. On Monday, ‘Messrs. 
Dalgleish and Dobbie, who are acting as agents for the 
defence, received notice that the public prosecutor was 
to “desert the diet,” whereupon Messrs. Dalgleish and 
Dobbie intimated that they would press for expenses on 
the higher scale against the public prosecutor. As this 
was to be a serious matter for the public prosecutor, be- 
sides indicating a want of confidence in the “ expert 
witnesses ” cited for the prosecution, the “ desertion of 
diet ” has been withdrawn, and the case will accordingly 
be fought out in the Sheriff Court next week. The case 
is one of great public importance, and it will be watched 
with the closest interest.—V. B.A. 








LORD AVEBURY ON “ THE HABITS OF 
ANTS.” 


A lecture on “The Habits of Ants” was delivered on 
Feb. 26th at the Morley Hall, 26 George Street, Hanover 
Square, by Lord Avebury. The chair was occupied by 
Lord Kinnaird. Lord Avebury began by describing his 
method of observation. He had been able to make the 
ants he had keptin captivity so comfortable that they 
lived as nearly as possible under natural conditions. 
Their life was much longer than had been supposed. He 
had kept many for several years, and two queens reached 
the age of 15 years. They were by far the oldest insects 
on record. Ants watched over their young with a care 
and tenderness which, he said, not even our ablest 
nurses could excel. We sometimes thought that quarrels 
were inevitable. Ants set usa good example. No ene 
had ever seen a dispute between two ants belonging to 
the same nest ; yet they were very brave and defended 
their homes if need arose. Unlike the so-called higher 
animals they never turned on a weak or wounded com- 

anion. One of his ants came into the world a cripple, 

ut was carefully tended and fed by companions for 
months. All the ants of a community knew one 
another, but they would not tolerate a stranger, even of 
the same species, in the nest. It had been suggested 
that ants recognised one another bya sort of pass-word, 
but this was not the case. He had made 50 ants quite 
drunk and incapable and had then put them near a nest 
to which 25 of them belong. These 25 were carried back 
into the nest, where, no doubt, they slept off the offects 
of their involuntary debauch ; the other 25 were thrown 
into the moat which surrounded the ants’ park. Some 
species kept slaves and one species had even lost the in- 
stinct of feeding, and would starve by themselves even if 
provided with food. They would, however, live for weeks 
if they had a slave for an hour a day to feed and clean 
them. Their instincts, though so wonderful, were very 
limited, but yet when one watched ants building their 
nests, feeding their young, defending their homes, mak- 
ing roads, tending their domestic animals, and, in some 
cases, their slaves, it was difficult to suppose that they 
were mere unconscious automata, and, though their 
mental powers were, no doubt, greatly inferior to ours, 
the difference was probably not so much in kind as in 
degree.— The Times. 





OBITUARY. 





T. W. Rogers, M.R.C.V.S., Saffron Walden, Essex, 
Graduated, Edin: Dec., 1899, 








CORRESPONDENCE. 





7 THE C.V.S, IN 8S. AFRICA. 
Sir, 


In the articlefrom Land and Woter on the A.V.D, 
published in your last issue, there are some very sweep- 
ing assertions re the civil veterinary surgeons attached 
to the A.V.D, serving in South Africa. Therein it states, 
that the War Office went out into the highways and 
hedges and swept in every “ cow-leech and cattle doctor/ 
they could find. I have always thought the term “cow- 
leech” referred to an unqualified man or a “quack.” It 
is needless to say that every man engaged was a fully 
qualified veterinary surgeon. A good many that the 
War Office “ swept in from the highways” were experi- 
enced men with practices of their own, and I know of 
several cases where appointments were given up, one of 
these being that of a professor at one of our colleges. 

There was an article in one of the daily papers not 
long ago where the poor C.V.S. was put down as almost 
useless. I think if the opinion of commanding officers 
in various mounted units in South Africa, who have had 
C.V.S. attached to them, were asked, most of them would 
tell a different tale. 

The writer of the article also says that the War Office 
gave them an expensive outfit: they may have dene 
so to the “ cow-leech,” but they certainly gave nothing 
to the veterinary surgeon—except a lot of kit which they 
were advised to get, of course at their own expense. 

There has been no doubt a great loss in horseflesh, but 
I fail to see why the C.V.S. who has had to work as a 
rule under very trying circumstances, should be classed as 
quite incompetent.— Faithfully yours, 

T. H. Tranter, C.VS. 

M.I. Depét, Bulford Camp, 

Salisbury Plain, 


ACTION FOR DAMAGES TO A PONY. 

Sir, ny: 
I enclose cutting (see p. 502) from The Nottingham 
Evening Post of February 26th containing an accoaats 
a County Court trial of that date. I make very litte 
comment upon the veterinary evidence for the noe 
1 will leave that to other readers. We had better 
prepared to hear before long that a horse is quite as use 
ful “ with three legs as four.” : 4 
The officer of the R.S.P.C.A. comes out in anew pr 
quite distinct from his ordinary vocation ; I do bat 
know whether he was a paid ora voluntary witness, r 
I do not think that the members of this very one 
Society ever intended their officers to interfere in cases 
except where alleged cruelty is concerned. ik 
DISGUSTED. _ 











ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 


The transport “Canada” reached Southampton on 
Friday, March Ist, having on board Capt. E. W. Larnder, 
A.V.D., C.V.S., 8. Stockman, W. W. 
Lund, T. Rennie, and A. Leach. 


} ; Mooi River, March 4. 
Civil Veterinary Surgeon John Fras. Carless danger- 
cusly ill, tubercle lung. 


rownlees, J. M. 


-— Messrs 
Communications, Booxs, AND PaPERS RBORIVED ‘— Carell 


W.T. Edwards, J.Golledge, T.H. Tranter, sot 
Patrick, C.Cunningham, ‘Disgusted, The Doe 
Sahib,” 


iia News, 
The Manchester Evening Chronicle, The Birmingham Ne 
The Chronicle (Glamorgan). 
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